
the progress of the school year. The greatest
numbers of fatal cases occur in the period from
two to live years of age. Contrary to the ideas
of a generation ago, the transmission stage
randy extends beyond the febrile period. 'Fes
tiinony indicates that the infection may be car-
ried by a third person and the possibility of sec-ond or even third attacks is recognized.
Since the disease is eminently contagious and

children may he exposed during the coryza
stage before the disease is recognized, parents
can be of great assistance to public health offi-
cials if due care is exercised. Without this co-
operation the boards of health are handicapped
in dealing with this menace. The common in-
différence should give way to intelligent man-

agement of the early indications of coryza in
childhood.

THE LAWFUL POSSESSION OF HYPO-
DERMIC SYRINGES

A REPUTABLE and prominent practitioner in
this state desires to place in the hands of a pa-
tient a hypodermic syringe for the purpose of
administering a remedy which is not a narcotic
drug. This remedy is a simple glandular
product which has been recommended in the
treatment of a disease. The Massachusetts law
definitely prohibits the possession of ¡i hypo-dermic syringe under the circumstances out-
lined above. The text of the law is as follows:

CHAPTER 94, GENERAL LAWS.

Section 209. No person, not being a physi-cian, dentist or veterinarian registered under the
laws of this commonwealth or of the state where
he resides, wholesale druggist, manufacturingpharmacist, registered pharmacist, manufac-
turer of surgical instruments, official of any
government having possession of the articles
hereinafter mentioned by reason of his official
duties, nurse acting under the direction 'of a
physician, employee of an incorporated hospi-
tal acting under the direction of its superintend-
ent or officer in immediate charge, or a carrier
or messenger engaged in the transportation of
such articles, shall have in his possession a hypo-dermic, syringe, hypodermic needle, or any in-
strument adapted for the use of narcotic drugsby subcutaneotus injection. No such syringe,
needle or instrument shall he delivered or sold
except to a registered pharmacist, physician,dentist, veterinarian, wholesale druggist, manu-facturing pharmacist, a nurse upon the written
order of a physician, or an employee of an in-
corporated hospital upon the written order of its
superintendent or officer in immediate charge.A record shall he kept by the person selling such
syringe, needle or instrument, which shall givethe date of the sale, the name and address of
the purchaser and a description of the instru-
ment. This record shall at all times be opento inspection by the department of publie

health, the hoards of registration in medicine,
veterinary medicine, Nanti pharmacy and the
board of dental examiners, authorized agents of
saitl department and hoards, and police authori-
ties and police officers of towns. Whoever vio-
lates any provision of this section shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than one, hundred
dollars or by imprisonment in a jail or house
of correction for not more than six months, or
both.
Any intelligent person could be taught to use

a hypodermic syringe with safety, but under the
law a medicine can only be administered sub-
cutaneously by the doctor or a nurse. In some
cases the circumstances of the patient call for
economy, and if a remedy can be applied with-
out 'undue expense, some patients should be
relieved of the necessity of having it admin-
istered by a doctor or nurse.
At the time of the passage of the law relating

to drug addiction, the syringe was not so gen-
erally employed in non-narcotic treatment as
it is now. and is likely to be in the Future, andat the legislative hearings no one suggested the
possibility of subcutaneous medication other
than applying to the narcotic drugs. If the
treat nient of some chronic constitutional diseases
is to be subcutaneous medication, it may be
wise to give the physician power to delegate the
technical application to some person other than
a nurse in some cases.

The Massachusetts law has imposed restric-
tions exceeding those Found in the Harrison Act.
Our Committee on Legislation may find it ad-
visable to suggest some change.

NEWS ITEMS
Worcester District Medical Society.—The

first regular meeting for the year 1922-1923
was held Wednesday, Sept. 13, 8.15 p. m., atthe University Club Rooms, 377 Main street.
Program : Classifying Our Cardiacs, Dr. G. M.
Albee, Worcester; lantern slides of Electrocardi-
ograms were shown.
The discussion was opened by Dr. S. A.

Levine, Peter Bent Brigliani Hospital. Boston.
Notes prom the Berkshire District.—On

August 31st the Berkshire District Medical So-
ciety held a very interesting and well-attended
meeting at the Curtis Hotel in Lenox. The
State president, Dr. Bartol, was with us, as was
also Dr. Torr Wagner Ilarmer, who spoke on
"Office Surgery," and was extremely interest-

Dr. Henry Colt has recently returned from a
vacation trip spent in Alaska.
Dr. B. W. Paddock is again at work, after

being confined with illness for a few days.
Dr. and Mrs. Nathan Finkelstein have a new

daughter.
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